
Loon Calls
www.lakesylvia.org                                                    Spring 2021

G R E A T E R  L A K E  S Y L V I A  A S S O C I A T I O N

Inside this issue:
Executive Board, 
Directors, Committees  . . .2
A Word From 
Your President  . . . . . . . . . .2
Remnants of history . . . . . .2 
Event Calendar  . . . . . . . . .2
Summer Fireworks  . . . . . . .3
Annual Meeting . . . . . . . . .3
GLSA Golf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Advertisers  . . . . . . . . . .4,5,6
GLSA Notice of Treatment . .6
Spring Loon Report . . . . . . . .7
Lake Plant Removal  . . . . . . . .7
News Flash  . . . . . . . . .Cover
Stranded boat  . . . . .Cover

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) web

site  Search | Minnesota DNR
(state.mn.us) can be useful to those
that care about keeping Lake
Sylvia the clean, clear lake they ex-
pect it to be. To keep it clean, de-
sirable and useful is not a one, two
or three person job or even some-
thing that can be done by the
GLSA Board of Directors.   It in-
volves cooperation and effort from
all users of the lake.  The DNR site
goes into detail about things that
impact the lake that you can
do.   How is Lake Sylvia doing in
terms of our expectations?  If you
read some of the DNR articles
using the links below and travel
around the lake, I think you might
come to the conclusion we are
starting to set the lake up to slip
backwards and yet by following
DNR guidelines, that can be
stopped before we see obvious
changes in the water.

Where aquatic plants grow |
Minnesota DNR (state.mn.us)

The Water's Edge Helping fish
and wildlife on your lakeshore
property (state.mn.us)

Included in other things every-
one can do to keep Lake Sylvia one
of the jewels of Minnesota lakes is
to assist in doing your part in lim-

iting the introduction of new and
harmful invasive species into the
lake. Yes, that is one of the rather
constant messages in the GLSA
newsletters and it should be.   At
the present time GLSA spends ap-
proximately $45,000 per year out
of GLSA membership dues that
total about $55,000 per year to
have professionals survey the lake
looking for new areas of invasive
species to control, hire professional
chemical applicators to manage
the invasive weeds where allowed,

and to pay for the inspectors at the
public launch site. Supplementing
dues are activities such as the golf
tournament, annual picnic, cash
donations, and individual volun-
teer fund raising efforts.  At this
point if money to do what we are
presently doing is adequate, where
is the problem?

The problem is three fold. First,
Lake Sylvia is at increased risk of
new invasive species with every
boat launch into the lake from a

The Waters Edge

Edge continued on page 3

Welcome
Wagon

If you know of a
friend or neighbor
that is new to the
lake, please let us
know so we can wel-
come them and reach
out with a variety of
information on the
lake and the local
area.  Or if you have
neighbors who
moved to the lake in
the last 3-4 years,
check with them to
see if they have
joined and are receiv-
ing the newsletter.

In 2020, 11 homes
were sold on the
lake/s and 2 lots. 

Thank you!
Lisa Peery

uragoodboy@gmail.com
320-274-6655
Stephani Lind

splind@comcast.net
612-710-1316

Starry Stonewort

By Blaine Barkley

GLSA water quality teams
have worked for many
years to maintain the qual-

ity of the lake that draws people
from all over central Minnesota to
the Annandale area.  Each year
Lake Sylvia residents contribute
tens of thousands of dollars to
maintain the beauty and clarity of
the lake.  Many water related is-
sues such as zebra mussels have
no cure or any way to manage the
issue. They simply degrade the

lake over time.   The main point of
entry of an invasive species that
will degrade the lake everyone
loves to use is a boat landing.
Lake Sylvia pays to have inspec-
tors at the DNR public landing
seven days a week, 12 hours a day
to inspect the boats that come to
enjoy Lake Sylvia. The inspectors
are not there to “catch” a boater
doing something wrong, they are
there to educate the public while
protecting the lake.  People that
look for ways to launch their boats
without inspection using a private
landing are the greatest threat to

the lake. It just takes one boat to
undo years of work, tens of thou-
sands of dollars in control costs,
and hundreds and hundreds of vol-
unteer hours to introduce a new
unmanageable issue such as spiny
water fleas or any of several other
issues to the lake.  Don’t be the
one that undoes years of effort
that keep Lake Sylvia clean, clear,
and desirable.  Please, please,
please have your boat inspected
free of charge by a trained inspec-
tor at the public landing.  Don’t
be that one.

Reminder: It Takes Just One.....
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Are we, or will we ever get back to nor-
mal?  Well, the GLSA is going to give it             
a try:  the Annual Meeting will be back

at the South Haven Town Hall on the first
Saturday in June; the fireworks will be held
on July 2nd; the boat parade will be on the
4th; the golf outing is scheduled for July
10th; and the annual picnic August 21st.
These events have all been sponsored by the
GLSA in the past.  So, we are back to doing
our part to get back to normal.

The GLSA Board has put its approval on
the golf fundraiser, which along with dues,
helps to provide chemical treatments in our
lake to combat invasive species.  We also pay
for the inspectors at the public landing to in-
spect boats.

I encourage you to look for opportunities to

volunteer at the above- scheduled events.  We
all treasure and share Lake Sylvia, feel privi-
leged to be on our beautiful lake, and need vol-
unteers to continue keeping it in pristine
condition.

A Few Words From Your President
Russ Fortner

Executive Board
• President

Russ Fortner 320-274-8228
russfortner@hotmail.com

• Vice President
Lisa Peery 320-274-6655
uragoodboy@gmail.com

• Treasurer
Steve Hoien 320-236-2490
steve71460@gmail.com

• Secretary
Renee Wyffels 
renee.wyffels@gmail.com

Board of Directors
• Blaine Barkley 

lksylvia@lakedalelink.net
• Claire Dempsey

dempseymn@aol.com
• Jerry Euteneuer

euteneuerd@aol.com
• Jim Gray

jgray@aafedt.com
• Stephani Lind

splind@comcast.net
• Jim Maciej

jvm1@windstream.net
• Mike McNellis

mmcnelis@lakedalelink.net
• Keith Schaunaman

kschaunaman@gmail.com
• Mark Struble
mark.struble@electricalproduction.com
• Renee Wyffels

renee.wyffels@gmail.com

GLSA Committees
• AIS Committee 

Blaine Barkley (Chair), Chris Hector,
Jim Gray, Jim Maciej, Russ Fortner

• Communications
Dave Wefring (Chair)

• Fundraising Committee
Russ Fortner (Chair)

• Governance Committee
Jim Gray (Chair)

• Membership Committee
Lisa Peery (Chair)

• Nominating Committee
• Picnic Committee

Jan Evenson (Chair)
• Water Quality & Clarity Committee

Mike Mischuk (Chair)
• Wildlife Conservation Committee

Please contact any chair to join 
their committee.

GLSA Loon Calls Editor
• Stephanie Schaunaman

2stephm@gmail.com

GLSA Event Calendar for 2021
May 30 Sundays on Sylvia

June 5th Annual Meeting 

June 5th Bd. Meeting 

July 2nd Fireworks

July 4th Boat Parade

July 4 Sundays on Sylvia

Aug. 8 Sundays on Sylvia

Aug 14th Bd. Mtg. 9 a.m.

Aug 21st Annual Picnic

Sept. 5 Sundays on Sylvia

Sept 11th Bd. Mtg. 9 a.m.

Oct 9th Bd. Mtg. 9 a.m.

We are currently using a virtual meeting
platform for the board meetings. If you
would like additional information on the
board meetings please reach out to Lisa
Peery or Steph Schaunaman.

2021 GLSA Events
Please watch or check 

the following  for updates:

• The website (www.lakesylvia.org)

• Email blasts from the website

• Loon Calls newsletters

• Annual Dues Letter

By Nancy Pattee Hector
Hello neighbors, the past year has been a

bit difficult to say the least. We probably have
never spent so much time at home. Fortu-
nately, we have the lake to retreat to. With
spending so much time staying put here I
imagine a few of us taking a greater interest
in our immediate surroundings. I certainly
have. Several years ago, while having a new
set of steps made we found a set of railings
buried in our lakeside hill. They were obvi-
ously the original railings from the original
cabin to the lakeshore. As luck would have it
they were the exact length we needed for the
new steps. Fast forward to last fall, we decided

to finally have some landscaping done on the
same hill and in the planning told our land-
scaper that the stairs and in particular the
railings were not to be touched. They are a
piece of history right here in our own yard.
There are a few pieces of history remaining
around the lake and I hope that if they are in
your yard you will consider keeping them as a
reminder of what our beautiful lake once was,
the Wullienda store comes to mind. It is fast
deteriorating and soon I’m afraid it will be be-
yond salvaging. It would be great if a group
got together to save it wouldn’t it? Think about
it.

Stay well and enjoy the summer safely.

Remnants of history worth preserving
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Annual meeting scheduled for June
The GLSA Annual Meeting will be held on

Saturday June 5th, at the South Haven Town
Hall.  Join us starting at 8:30 a.m. for coffee
and rolls, followed by our meeting from 9:00-
11:00 a.m.  We will provide updates on all our

GLSA events: the 4th of July Fireworks, the
Boat Parade, our Golf fundraiser and the
Summer Picnic.  Plus, it’s a great time to see
friends and support our lake association.

private access where boat inspections do not
take place.  Some new aquatic invasive species
can be treated adding to the financial burden
and time burden on volunteers, and some can-
not be treated such as zebra mussels resulting
in degradation of the lake. Lake Sylvia pays ei-
ther way with a new invasive species.

If you trace the history of invasive species
in Lake Sylvia, the first invasive was likely
Eurasian water milfoil introduced into the lake
at the public access prior to boat inspections.
Next we saw a very large area of Eurasian
water milfoil introduced into the bay east of
Camp Chi Rho, far away and somewhat against
the water currents in the lake making it un-
likely it came from the public landing area.
Next, we saw Eurasian watermilfoil and curly
leaf pondweed in the bay north of lighthouse
point near a private access. From that one
small area it has spread into much of the bay.
Between that area and the public landing, the
lake shore was effectively free of Eurasian wa-
termilfoil seemingly making it unlikely it
spread that far away from the public access.  As
it continues to spread it is now in the channel
between the east and west lake and most trou-
blesome is it is now in the east lake and spread-
ing, initially being found on the east shore of
the east lake by a private landing. 

The first adult, egg laying Zebra mussel as
found in the east lake in front of a private land-
ing. Later immature zebra mussels were found
coming downstream from Lake John, a zebra
mussel infected lake.  Zebra mussels were not
found in the vicinity of the west lake public

landing until they had spread through out the
east and west lake pointing to the effectiveness
of watercraft inspection noting boats had been
denied access to the lake when zebra mussels
were observed.   While inspection cannot catch
everything, it does reduce the chance of an in-
vasive getting into the lake.

Starry Stonewort entered Lake Sylvia
through a boat at the public landing and we
have been able to confine it to that area.  Our
public access inspectors had noted Lake Sylvia
had boats coming from Lake Koronis and
looked those boats over carefully but with many
trailers being of the style with carpeted bunks,
it was impossible to see if there was starry
trapped between the boat hull and the carpeted
bunk. 

So much for the history and status of the
first of three problems (private landings). If you
own a private landing, keep it locked so it is not
available to anyone’s boat except your own. If
your boat has been on another lake, take it to
the public access to be inspected prior to
launch. 

The second problem is treating the invasive
species we have or may have in the future.  Our
treatments of invasives is very effective to the
extent the DNR gives us permits to treat.  Their
general philosophy is to protect native water
plants and  only treat invasives where the in-
vasive species limit access to the lake or signif-
icantly impacts the use of the water.   As a
result, we frequently identify areas we want to
treat and are not able to meet the DNR qualifi-
cations for a treatment permit.  

The third problem that could be faced in the
future is the DNR imposed limit to only treat-
ing 15% of the littoral zone of a lake. Where

aquatic plants grow | Minnesota DNR
(state.mn.us).   In short, that means just be-
cause you have an invasive species issue,
doesn’t mean you can treat it.  Lake Koronis at
Paynesville is a case in point of this situation.
The lake is about twice the size of Lake Sylvia
and has out of control starry stonewort infect-
ing nearly the entirety of the lake while the
permit to treat it limits treatment to 15% of the
littoral zone meaning residents and transient
boaters are dealing with an invasive that grows
so thick that a boat cannot be driven through
it, a dog cannot swim through it, children
falling into it are at risk and fish cannot get
through it.  Given the 15% area that is allowed
to be treated, many are dealing with nearly
useless beaches.   Aquatic Invasive Species -
Above and Below the Waterline -
YouTube  Their present cost to treat this small
area is about $180,000 per year.

Lake Sylvia is using the gold standard of
trying to prevent new invasive species, water-
craft inspection by DNR trained
inspectors.   Launching a boat at a private land-
ing negates all of this effort and opens the door
to another location of an invasive species like
starry stonewort that is very hard and expen-
sive to control. Please, lock and chain your pri-
vate access and do not allow it to be used by
others. If Lake Sylvia is to get another invasive
species, it is best to be at the public landing
where it will be found early and treated early,
not at one of the estimated 90 private accesses
on the lake.  

Yes-Lake Sylvia is in great condition
today.  Please do your part to keep it that way.

Edge
Continued from page 1

I’m thinking about fireworks today. I’m not
thinking about fireworks because the day is
hot and sunny, rather, I’m thinking about
fundraising. This year we have scheduled the
Lake Sylvia fireworks display for Friday, July
2, 2021.

The last few years residents on the lake
have been very generous in supporting the
fundraising for this effort and each year we
have met or exceeded our goal. This year we
need to raise $8,000.00. Like past years we al-
ready have a good start, but we still need your
help. I’m not sure, but there must be 400 –
500 cabins and homes on the lake. If we each

donate something its rather simple to raise
the money we need. Whatever you can do
makes a difference. As I’ve said other years,
no one else will do this for us.

I think it’s exciting and fun to see all the
boats, okay mostly pontoons, heading south,
past Bull’s Island, toward Totem Pole Bay,
and jostling for a spot with a boatful of friends
and family. It’s a fun way to start the 4th of
July weekend.

If you can support the effort, that would be
great. I look forward to seeing everybody on
the lake

GLSA Golf
Tournament
When: July 10 at 10am start

Cost: $75 per player
Includes: 18 holes of golf 

and golf cart
TEAM PAYOUTS

1st place winning 
team is $3OO

2nd place team is $200
3rd place team is $100
Games of skill offered 

for donation.
Hamburgers and brats will 

be available to buy on 
course if player desires. 
Contact Russ Fortner at 
320-274-8228 to enter.

Summer 2021 Fireworks
By Randy Wilson



HEDLUND PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

• Septic & holding   

tank pumping

• Portable toilets 

& sewer cleaning

• All your plumbing needs

320-286-2368MPCA
L818

Master Lic#
058290 p.m.

www.starbank.net

Young & Brown, LLC
Lawyers for Lakers

www.annandalelaw.com
63 Oak Avenue South • Annandale

• Wills • Real Estate

• Trusts • Boundary Issues

• Estates • For Sale by Owner

“BEFORE YOU SIGN”
call

320-274-8221

Matt Brown
Sheldon Brown
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EZ DOCK & LIFT
• Installation/

Removal

• Barge

Service

• Porta-Dock

Dealer

320-296-2623 EZDOCKANDLIFT@GMAIL.COM

www.southbrookgolf.com

LAKE SYLVIA
GOLFER SPECIAL

18 holes/cart Valid M-F  anytime & wkends/holidays after 2 pm,
9 holes w/cart only $12.50 everyday after 5 pm.

Call 320-274-2341 & mention this ad!

2 for$50 or 4 for$90

Joy Carlson 320-266-1086
JoyCarlson@remax.net

Marci Segner 320-266-1084
MSegner@remax.net



Steve Kuefler
Owner/Operator
Commercial & Residential

Specializing in Home & Cabin
Insect Pest Control

Call or Text
Since 1974

www.oakrealtymn.com
Annandale 274-5737 | Maple Lake 963-2088

Bernie Miller                           
Advanced Designer                       
      

320.980.1737
bernie@millerssewage.com

MSTS
Miller’s Sewage Treatment Solutions 

a division of WRM Services, Inc.
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FARMERS
M A R K E T

EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
June 13-Sept. 26

DOWNTOWN ANNANDALE, CITY HALL SQUARE



The Greater Lake Sylvia Associa-
tion(GLSA) has contracted to treat
Eurasian Watermilfoil, Curly Leaf

Pondweed, and Starry Stonewort, all invasive
aquatic species during 2021.  The Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources has granted
to Greater Lake Sylvia Association a waiver of
the requirement that the Association obtain
the signatures of approval of owners of
lakeshore property.  Instead, Greater Lake
Sylvia Association will notify property owners
through alternative forms.  This notice is one
form that the Greater Lake Sylvia is using to
notify property owners.  Other forms of notifi-
cation may include but are not limited to noti-
fication through the association’s website,
annual newsletter or annual meeting. 

With regard to the treatments for this
year, 2021 the target treatments are:

• Curly Leaf Pondweed.  The proposed
dates for treatment is between May 15 and
June 30 2021.

•Eurasian Water Milfoil.  The proposed
dates for treatment is between June 1 and
July 15,  2021.

•Starry Stonewort.  The proposed dates for
treatments are between June 1 through Octo-
ber 31, 2021.

The method of control or product being
used: EPA and MDA registered aquatic herbi-
cides and algicides such as but not limited to
Cutrine Plus Algicide, Liquid 2,4-D, Granular
2,4-D, Diquat.

How landowners may request that control
not occur adjacent to the landowner’s prop-
erty:

If you desire that the treatment of any of
the above listed invasive species not occur ad-
jacent to your property, please notify the
Greater Lake Sylvia Association ASAP by
calling Russ Fortner 612-867-5470.

Russ Fortner, President,
Greater Lake Sylvia Association

russfortner@hotmail.com

Greater Lake Sylvia Association Notice of Treatment
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Office 320.274.6500
anchor-dock.com
960 Elm St., Annandale, MN 55302

www.anchor-dock.com
S E N I O R  L I V I N G  C O M M U N I T Y

Pleasant Vista in Annandale provides
luxurious, upscale 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartment living that includes:
• Granite Counter Tops
• Washer & Dryer - in unit
• Stainless Steel Appliances
• Walk-in shower 

– Tubs in two bedroom
• Wifi
• Patio / Balcony with beautiful

scenic views

Now taking reservations!
320-274-5031 

www.pleasantvistaseniorliving.org

Building Amenities Include
• Secure building

• Underground heated parking
• Storage space

• Electric, heat, A/C & 
Garbage included in rent

• Indoor Mail
• Elevators

• Indoor Chapel Access
• On campus wellness center

with swimming pool.
• Assisted living available!

OPENING FALL OF 2021
Welcome to your new home!

* Offer valid with paid reservation only.

Reserve your unit by May 31 
& receive 4 months FREE

underground heated parking*
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By Jim Gray

The Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources reminds
lakeshore property owners that a
permit may be required to re-
move aquatic plants. Aquatic
plants provide food and shelter
for fish, ducks and other wildlife.
They also stabilize the lake bot-
tom, which helps maintain water
clarity, and protect shorelines
from erosion by absorbing energy
from waves and ice.

Additionally, the DNR fre-
quently receives questions about
devices that generate water cur-

rent to wash muck and plants
away. They have various trade
names, but the DNR refers to
these devices generically as hy-
draulic jets. Even though you can
buy one in Minnesota, they can-
not be used in any way that dis-
turbs the bottom of the lake or
uproots plants.

Specific regulations govern
what situations require permits
for aquatic plant removal. Regu-
lations and a guide to aquatic
plants can be found on the DNR
website. To apply for a permit
visit the DNR’s permitting and
reporting system online at
www.dnr.state.mn.us.

Removing lake plants
could require a permit

With the early spring, I’m calling it
early not sure how others are call-
ing it, the Loons returned quickly

and are nesting, according to several reports
in 5 areas. It was quite a cold day when I first
heard them calling and announcing their ar-
rival, and a day later when I saw them in the
air. That same day one was in the bay scout-
ing for a summer home. They’ve had some
competition for the nest site from a pair of ea-
gles, a pair of geese, and a pair of beaver. All
had been using the nesting platform and a
nearby muskrat house. So far, the Loons have
prevailed and are sitting on the nest building
as I write this. The eagles used it as a lunch-
ing spot for several days. They would catch a
meal and go on the nest to eat their catch.
The beaver seems to only be using it for a
place to groom their fur? And the geese left for
a more neutral, goose friendly area.

The lack of fishing activity in the bay has
been a blessing for the Loons. No busy human
interference to chase them away. But with the
coming of the fishing opener, I know that will

change. There are always several nosey fish-
erpersons, and pleasure boaters, that have to
see if there’s any eggs in the nest. I’ve always
thought there must be a lot of people with bad
eyesight? They get so close, and take so long
looking? And with the Loons sometimes rais-
ing a fuss, the same people must be half deaf
also? Please, no offense is meant to those that
truly have an impairment. Let me know and
I’ll send you several references on the internet
to see some great photos.

I’m looking forward for a good nesting sea-
son. Hope to have a pair of chicks on each
nest. I’ll give you an update in the next
newsletter. Remember to tell visitors to your
homes to watch out for the Loons when
they’re boating, and have them stay clear of
the nests. It’s also a good idea to talk with
your kids about the same subject, teach them
to be a good outdoors person and steward of
the lake. This will help them in more ways
than you can think.

Stay safe this summer and give the Loons
a wide berth when meeting on the lake.

Spring Loon Report
By Mike McNellis, the Old Loon Ranger

Are You A
GLSA Member?

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO CONTINUE
FIGHTING AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES.

The future health of our lake 
literally depends on it. 

- Thank You

TWO WAYS TO PAY YOUR GLSA DUES
1- FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW & MAIL WITH YOUR $100 CHECK TO:

GLSA
P.O. BOX 41
ANNANDALE, MN 55302

2 - PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE AT:
WWW.LAKESYLVIA.ORG 

GREATER LAKE SYLVIA ASSOCIATION (GLSA)

NAME:                                                                                                                   

HOME ADDRESS:                                                                                                 

LAKE ADDRESS:                                                                                                 

PHONE:                                                                                                                 

CELL PHONE:                                                                                                       

EMAIL ADDRESS:                                                                                                 

Sundays on Sylvia
4 Gathering opportunities

Continuing this year, 
Sundays on Sylvia. A casual

outdoor worship gathering on
the lake.  The group is plan-

ning for five gathering oppor-
tunities over the summer

months.   Plan to attend any
of the following dates:  May
30, July 4, August 8, and/or

Sept. 5.   We will be gathering
near the Koinonia Cove on 

East Lake Sylvia and will begin
worship promptly 

at 10:33 a.m. Plan to come
early to anchor and enjoy

some music. Like our 
“Sundays on Sylvia” 

facebook page for updates
and weather alerts.  
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Stranded Boat Assistance
By Russ Fortner

Again, this year, GLSA vol-
unteers are available and
willing to assist stranded
boaters.  Enter these
names/numbers into your cell

phone contacts in case you
need their services.  This in-
formation is also available on
the GLSA website at lake-
sylvia.org.

Our thanks to these volunteers. 
If you’d like to add your name, contact Russ Fortner.

LAKE NAME PHONE

East Russ Fortner 612-867-5470 (cell)
320-274-8228 (home)

West Chris Hector 952-239-8103 (cell)

• The Annual meeting will be held on
June 5th at the South Haven Town Hall 

• The 4th of July Fireworks has been set
for July 2nd this year

• Save the date, July 10th for the Golf
fundraiser event, contact Russ Fortner for
more information

• The boat parade is scheduled for
July 4th and the summer picnic August
21st.

• Please consider all that the GLSA
does for the lake/s and pay your dues

• AmazonSmile donates .5% of the
price of your eligible purchases to the
charitable organization of your choice.
Consider using Smile to donate to the
GLSA by going to smile.amazon.com

• If you would like to receive your Loon
Calls electronically, please contact 
Lisa Peery, Membership Chair – 
uragoodboy@gmail.com


